


10 Most Spoken Languages

Languages are created for human beings to

communicate with each others. There are 193 countries

in the United Nations. However, we never know how

many languages there are in the world.
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A system of through speech, a collection of
that a group of people understands to have the same

Many designate at least one language to be
used for official documents & public objects - i.e. road signs
& money.
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At the scale, we classify languages into
language

The languages have a but fairly distant origin

are broken down into families
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of a standard language along or
ethnic lines

Vocabulary, , Pronunciation, Cadence, Pace of
speech.
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Pop
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When a of spatial among
speakers breaks the language into &

rated, places
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If people with languages have
consistent interaction, convergence can
take place

languages become

ish traders revitalized the ports of the
al traders did not speak the
lan eek,

problems
reconstruction
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Several hypothesize how, why, & where
languages over time.

Each according to the impetus for diffusion

commonality is a on




speakers of Proto-Indo-European

from east to west on horseback,
earlier 1nhab1tants and beginning the
ion of Indo-European tongues.

divergence
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Two language families are...
Indo-European

Predominate language family in , South Asia, North
America, & Latin America

« Sino-Tibetan
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Balto-

Spoken primarily in Europe

Divided into...
East Slavic & Baltic Groups - , Ukrainian, &
Belarusian

& Sout.h Slavic Groups - Polish, Czech,

« Romance
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Language creates branches on the

language tree with dead ends.

epresenting a in interaction between the extinct
ages that continued




Language Hotspots
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Anthropologist Wade Davis estimates that of
the world’s languages are

Most are lost because one group
1er, & the dominant language is

dimensions

users

nature
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Languages can become when all

descendants or when they choose to
another language.
Does not overnight

blace across

Americas

deduce

- Backward

towards



Indo-European Languages

Languages marked with Part 1: Centum Languages
a dagger (1) are extinct. Satem Languages

(Part 2)
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Indo-European Languages
Languages marked with Part 2: Satem Languages

a dagger (1) are extinct.
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Revived languages

Has experienced near or complete extinction as either a
spoken or written language, but has been intentionally
revived & regained some of its former status.




Lingua Franca

A used among speakers of languages for
the purpose of & commerce
Can be a language, or a of two or more.

became lingua franca during colonial period.

anguage

) parts of two or
simplified abulary.

complex

native



Cultural geography Yi-Fu Tuan, studied the
& function of language in shaping of

By a place, people in effect call that place
into

blace names

character

- Reflects processes

history




When people the toponym of a place,

they have the power to out the
Major reasons people change toponyms

memorialize



Example:

Small town in Wales

Feared loss of the Welsh language
& despised the role English had
played in diminishing the Welsh




